Postoperative care and complications of damage control surgery.
Damage control procedures are being used with increasing frequency as the physiologic limits of the surgical patient are approached and recognized. These patients are returned to the SICU, where rapid restoration of circulating volume, normothermia, maintenance of oxygen delivery, and correction of transfusion-associated coagulopathy are essential to the success of the technique, which requires expeditious reoperation and completion of definitive surgical management. The potential need for early return to the operating room to control surgical bleeding must be recognized, as well as the difficulty in distinguishing between surgical bleeding and ongoing hemorrhage due to hypothermia and coagulopathy. Because the damage control technique is resource intensive and involves numerous personnel, organization and leadership are important to success.